!

There are facts, there is
fiction, and then there is
truth. That’s where these
stories land — upright
and on both feet. These
sharply focused stories
are confident, engaging
and wise.
You won’t want to
miss a word.
Lisa Bird-Wilson,
Just Pretending

T E A C H E R ’ S
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About the Book!
Boy Lost in Wild is a collection of loosely-connected stories set in
the dying days of a Winnipeg August.!
A few of the stories have been published before in journals
or anthologies (the title story got me my first “prestige”
publication in the Malahat Review, and “Back Lane Lullaby” won a
minor award that meant a great deal to me at the time). But most
were written for the collection.
!

Inspiration!
The stories were inspired by all kinds of things – a coming-of-age
trip to Russia and Ukraine right after the Berlin Wall fell that still
feels like yesterday; finding out my great-grandmother had been
active member of the Ukrainian Labour Temple; a personal
experience with the ins-and-outs of Chinese adoption.!
But really, these stories are about a certain place, at a certain
point in time, and the people who breathe life into the tale.!
!

And I guess more than anything, it’s my day job in the not-forprofit sector that has allowed me to remain steeped in the shifting
cultural mosaic of this big-small-town I call home.!
!

!

My stories are never autobiographical (god help us). They are usually an
attempt to explore something that has disturbed me, or moved me.!
From our founding peoples to our newest citizens, I’ve been
privileged to meet people from all walks of life who ignite my desire to
understand.
!
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!!

I CALL MY BLOG “Writer in the Middle,” which includes the tag line:!
!
!

!

I’ve lived in Winnipeg my whole life. It’s an unassuming, middle-of-thecontinent kind of place that sometimes yearns for greatness —
!
!
!
!
!
!
which is why it suits me, I guess.”!

My three books are all set in Manitoba —
Flin Flon, Winnipeg, Churchill — because
as a writer, what I have to say is distinctly
Manitoban. My characters, and my
imagination, it seems, inhabit the centre
of what has become one of the safest and
richest places on earth, whose only real
extremes are its weather but whose
skeletons in the closet cannot be denied.!
!
Your Constant Star is set in
Winnipeg, a place where pretty much
everybody falls into one of three
categories: those whose ancestors
emigrated from Europe nearly a century
or more ago to settle the land and
industrialize the city; those who’ve
emigrated more recently, mostly from
Asia and Africa, to escape political strife
and terror; and those whose Aboriginal
and Metis ancestors’ original way of life
and all that sustained it was gradually, but
doggedly, ripped out from under them. !
!
Still, as far as many are concerned,
Winnipeg is really neither here nor there.
Other than the odd headline about its
freezing temperatures, its glacially slowrising river waters and its high poverty
rates, the city may be in the middle but
rarely takes centre stage. !
!

!
!

!

Will 21st century initiatives like the
national Museum for Human Rights bring
the city a renewed glow of prestige? This
brings us to perhaps the key word in that
tag line: yearning.!
!

!
Pretty much all my stories involve
a pervasive, sometimes senseless
yearning.!
!
No matter what the age or
circumstances of the protagonists in Boy
Lost in Wild ― from a sixteen-year old
Iranian “sandwich artist” who defies her
secular parents by wearing a head scarf,
to a Ukrainian octogenarian who
remembers the 1919 General
Strike ― these Winnipeggers are united
by their search to figure out who they
are, and where they belong.!
!
No matter who we are, to feel
alive, is to yearn. So I write about
yearning, in all its forms.!
!
And hopefully, my stories are also
about mercy. For yearning means we all
walk around with a nagging sense of the
unattainable and unrealized, of who we
want to be and who we really are.!
For most us, if we’re lucky, we come to
understand that being neither here nor
there is a pretty good place to be.!
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The Facts!
I decided to begin each story with a set of contextual facts or
perspectives because I’ve always been fascinated by the
juxtaposition of fact and fiction. !
Years ago, I remember being utterly intrigued by the
recurring historical footnotes in Maneul Puig’s famous novel, Kiss of
the Spiderwoman. Puig kept punctuating his claustrophobic story of
two men laying themselves bare to each other in a dank cell with
political perspectives of their plight under Brazil’s military
government. Which was more true, more whole — the
psychological bareness or the historical facts? I could not imagine
the story without both.!
!

In Boy Lost in Wild, it was my hope that each bit of carefully
chosen trivia at the beginning of the stories would add welcome
texture and wholeness for the reader.
!

The Connections!
My publisher says that my stories “cut through the
alienation of modern life and light the threads that
bind us one to another.” I suppose this is a rather
grand way of stating that the stories in Boy Lost in Wild
are all loosely, but carefully connected.!
Monique from Blood turns out to be a regular
customer in Sandwich Artists. Dori from Sandwich Artists
harbours an unspoken high school crush on Raj’s son
from Roma Raj. Campbell in Boy Lost in Wild winds up
as a topic of tense mother/daughter conversation in
Life on Ice. I intended many of the connections to seem
random, or easily missed, just as they are in the
routinely shared spaces of city life.!
!

A black, nameless dog is the only character who
recurs in each story. He is always there, haplessly
inserting himself into the tale, demanding his due.
!
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Research and Writing Themes!

for the collection

!

• In each story, at least one scene occurs in a back lane. Identify the
scenes in three of the stories and explain their significance.!

• Find the connections between Boy Lost in Wild and It’s Me,Tatia. How

are they significant to the themes of identity and loss in each story?!

• The author chose a dog as the common denominator in all eight

stories. Choose the three stories where you think the dog has the
most significant role, and explain why.!

for Boy Lost in Wild
• Why do you think Campbell thought he saw a wild bear in the middle
of the city? Explain why, or why not, you think it had something to do
with the big speech he was about to give.!

• Most of this story takes place over a span of about twenty minutes,
where Campbell moves back and forth between his memories and
the dramatic moment at hand. Do you think this is an effective
narrative device? Explain why or why not.!

• Do some research on the role of bears in Aboriginal legends and

culture. Identify any symbolism or themes that might be relevant to
Adam’s story in modern Winnipeg today.!

for Back Lane Lullaby
• Do some research on the standard of living for average Ukrainians

today. Explain how this impacts how you view Alexi and his actions.!

• Throughout the story, Trish grows increasingly irritated with her

parents’ hypocrisy when it comes to social class and race. Discuss the
issues of race and class from the perspective of Baba Dudek or Alexi.!

• Dreams are a common literary device. Explain how Trish is able to

access awareness and emotions through dreams that her conscious
mind isn’t quite ready for yet.
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Research and Writing Themes, cont.

for Life on Ice
• Explain how isolation, both geographic and personal, is a key theme of
the story.!

• Love triangles are always excellent dramatic fodder. Compare and

contrast the love triangle of Jasmine, Ari and Frieda with that of her
parents and Gordon.!

• Jasmine is enamoured with Ari and Frida’s artistic sensibilities, but is

terribly confused by Ari’s behaviour. Do you think artists are by nature
self-centred? Jasmine doesn’t notice the Chinese exchange students as
real people until the end of the story. Do you think this is a story
about her becoming a writer or just growing up? Explain why.!

!

for Blood
• Do some research on the nature of autism (Temple Grandin, an autistic
writer, has written several books and has many fascinating and
informative things to say). Explain why Marc has no interest in his
sister’s questions and concerns about her Métis identity.!

• Identify three things about Monique that may be a result of her having
an autistic sibling.!

• Do some research on the history of the Métis in Manitoba. Explain why

!

you think so many people of Métis heritage, like Monique’s father and
his family, stopped recognizing their heritage and assimilated into
mainstream European society.!

for Roma Raj
• In this story, the narrator addresses his son, not the reader. Explain
why the author may have chosen to do this.!

• Do some research on the plight of the Roma in modern Europe.

Explain why you think a young woman in Canada would decide to
emulate their culture.!

• Do some research on arranged marriages and the cultures who still
favour this practice. Do you think arranged marriages should still
exist in the 21st century? How does Raj feel about his?!

!
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Research and Writing Themes, cont.

for Sandwich Artists
• It seems Dorri wears the headscarf largely to annoy her parents.

Explain other reasons she might have decided it was a good choice for
her.!

• Dorri lives according to a number of strong opinions and principles.
Casey does not. Which is preferable? Build an argument based on
examples from the story.!

• Do some research on recent controversies involving the hijab in

schools and public places. Do you think Dorri should have the right to
wear what she wants regardless of what it represents? Does it matter
that it’s her choice? Explain.

!

!
for Little Emperor
• Do some research on the phenomenon of China’s “little emperors.”
How has being a pampered only boy influenced how Xaio interacts
with the world? Give three examples from the story.!

• You could say that this story is about a clash of cultures — modern
Chinese and modern Aboriginal-Manitoban. Explain.!

• Xaio decides that Albert is “simply good.” What does he mean by

!
!

that? Give examples from the story. !

for It’s Me, Tatia
• The author used repetitive phrases to give shape to Tatia’s life. Is this
how memory really works, or just a literary device? Find evidence
from the book to support your argument.!

• The “wild Indians” are a recurring theme for Tatia. Explain what they
represent to her.!

• Do some research on the Winnipeg General Strike. Do you think

people like Saul and Tatia ever saw any results from their sacrifices?
Explain.

Boy Lost in Wild: Teacher’s Guide

!

!

"8

Bio!
Brenda Hasiuk’s short stories have appeared in some
of Canada’s top literary journals, and her two novels
— Where the Rocks Say Your Name… and Your Constant
Star — have received much critical acclaim.!
! She recently released Boy Lost in Wild, a collection of
her short fiction set in Winnipeg (the coldest major
city on earth!), where she lives with her husband and
two children.!

!
!

!

!
Classroom Accessibility!

!
!
!

I am happy to visit your class in person (always possible within
Manitoba, can often be arranged in other provinces) or via skype. !
I will also answer any and all e-mail inquiries or comments from
students.!

Contact!
bhasiuk@shaw.ca!
www.brendahasiuk.com!
204-895-4783!

